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of  a  greater  §>an  Antonio  lioreae, 
anb  faittjful  presenter  of  ttjis  out¬ 
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nio,  on  tlje  solemn  dag  of  t}is  tna- 
tallation,  ttjia  tjumble  uiork  ia  affer- 
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®t|e  (Elaretian  HtUssionariasL 


HIS  GRACE  THE  MOST  REV.  ARTHUR  JEROME  DROSSAERTS,  D.  D 
First  Archbishop  of  San  Antonio. 
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San  F ernando  Cathedral 


77T  HE  history  of  the  San  Fernando  Cathedral  is,  indeed,  worth. 
\Sr  while  recording,  for  it  is  nearly  two  hundred  years  old,  dnd 
without  exception  is  the  oldest  church  in  San  Antonio,  even  older 
than  the  old  Alamo  Mission.  San  Fernando  is  also  the  oldest 
parish  in  Texas. 

The  present  booklet  is  neither  a  history  nor  a  sketch,  it  is 
just  a  brief  essay.  However,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  lines 
encourage  someone  to  v;rita  a  complete  history  of  San  Fernando. 

It  has  been  said  erroneously  that  San  Fernando  had  been  a 
Franciscan  Mission,  like  the  Alamo.  The  fact  is  that  San  Fer¬ 
nando  was  never  a  Mission.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been  more  than 
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a  Mission,  for  it  has  been  the  bulwark  of  all  the  Missions  in 
Texas. 

There  was  a  sad  period  of  darkness  in  the  remote  past,  in 
Texas,  when  the  light  of  Faith  grew  dim,  and  the  sanctuary- 
lamps  were  everywhere  extinguished,  except  that  of  San  Fer¬ 
nando,  that  kept  aflame  a  spark  of  faith  with  its  sanctuary  lamp 
forever  illuminating  the  Altar  of  the  Holy  Eucharist. 

Of  the  Franciscan  Missions,  as  such,  there  remains  but  their 
glorious  history.  Their  once  huge  and  impregnable  buildings  in 
the  course  of  times  have  slowly  crumbled  into  dust,  or,  at  best, 
they  are  a  mass  of  ruins,  rapidly  decaying,  while  of  their  flou¬ 
rishing  settlements  where  the  savage  Indians  were  tamed,  reared, 
tutored,  and  united  into  a  mass  of  Christian  people,  there  remain 
scattered,  here  and  there,  but  fragments  of  historical  reminicence. 

Qf  San  Fernando,  however,  Providence  decreed  that  such 
should  not  be  the  fate. 

There,  that  stately  structure  stands  majestically,  without  the 
slightest  sign  of  decay  with  its  ancient  walls  supporting  firmly 
an  intact  massive,  venerable  cupola;  and,  withstanding  the  fury 
of  the  elements  for  nearly  two  centuries,  it  regains  strength,  like 
a  new  Antaeus,  with  the  contact  of  the  ashes  and  dust  of  the 
old  ages,  and  now  in  gala  arrayed,  makes  ready  to  enthrone  the 
First  Archbishop  of  the  recently  created  Archdiocese. 

Oh  this  occasion,  Charles  Lummis,  the  greatest  writer  on  Mis¬ 
sions,  might  be  prompted  to  say  about  San  Fernando  something 
similar  to  what  he  said  about  Santa  Fe:  “That  we  can  build  a 
hundred  Chicago  ss,  but  all  the  American  genius  cannot  build  an 
Old  San  Fernando. 

There  is  not  another  city,  though  it  might  have  existed  three 
centuries  so  enwrapped  in  mystery,  romance,  heroism  and  rever¬ 
ence  as  La  Villa  Real  de  San  Fernando;  for  every  inch  of  ground 
thereby  encompassed  is  sacred  to  the  memory  of  our  ancestors, 
hallowed  by  the  blood  of  Martyrs  for  God  and  Country,  their 
very  bones  enshrined  in  the  old,  venerable  San  Fernando  Parish 
and  Cathedral.  (1) 


* 

(1)  Cathedral  cemes  from  CATHEDRA,  chair.  The  Church  that  has  a  sepa¬ 
rate  chair  for  the  Bishop  is  called  Cathedral. 
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T|THE  Bachiller  de  la  Garza  was  the  first  parish  priest  of  la 
S£jt  Villa  Real  de  San  Fernando,  when  this  parish  formed  an 
ecclesiastical  unit  of  the  Guadalajara  Diocese  of  Mexico.  The 
portrait  of  the  Bachiller  de  la  Garza  is  the  work  of  the  most 
famous  painter  in  Texas,  Senor  Jose  Arpa. 

To  draw  out  of  the  dust  of  the  old  archives  a  living  human 
being,  like  el  Bachiller  Jose  de  la  Garza  has  been  drawn,  is  only 
a  privilege  of  great  painters,  and  Senor  Jose  Arpa,  in  outlining 
the  portrait  of  de  la  Garza  with  its  proper  features  of  character, 
dignity,  authority  and  form  of  dressing,  has  truly  shown  that  he 
is  a  great  designer  and  painter. 
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The  Ancient  Chapel  of  San  F ernando 


I  HE  design  and  outline  of  this  Chapel  which  appears  on  the 
Title  Page,  is  the  work  of  the  great  colorist  and  painter, 
Xavier  Gonzalez,  who  is  a  nephew  and  a  distinguished  pupil  of 
Senor  Arpa. 

The  frontispiece  is  a  work  of  art,  embodying  historical  facts 
harmonized  and  colored  by  the  genius  of  the  artist. 

The  Chapel  is  shown  amongst  the  trees  and  rocks,  as  if  it 
were  the  sentinel  of  the  Missions,  which  are  symbolized  in  the 
columns  of  the  Alamo.  The  columns  are  coupled  by  a  simple  arch 
whose  keystone  represents  the  Spanish  coat  of  arms  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Texas,  which  signifies  the  royal  protection  granted  by 
the  Spanish  kings  to  San  Fernando  as  well  as  to  the  Missions. 
On  the  base  of  a  column  a  lone  star  is  incrusted,  symbolizing 
the  political  sovereignity  of  Texas;  on  the  base  of  the  other 
column,  appears  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  actual  Archbishop, 
symbolizing  the  religious  supremacy  of  honor  of  the  San  Antonio 
See  above  the  dioceses  of  Galveston,  Dallas,  Oklahoma,  Corpus 
Christi  and  Amarillo.  In  the  midst  of  this  artistic  and  historical 
scene,  prominent  stands  the  illustration  of  San  Fernando  Cathe¬ 
dral,  just  recently  elevated  to  the  category  jo f  Metropolitan  See 
of  a  new  Ecclesiastical  Province. 
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The  Chapel  as  described  in  the  frontispiece  was  formerly  a 
military  barrack,  facing  what  is  to-day  Military  Plaza,  and  this 
is  a  matter  of  record  in  the  Cathedral  archives.  The  barrack 
was  hastily  turned  into  a  Chapel  to.  serve  the  purpose  of  a  parish 
church  for  the  original  thirteen  families,  that  migrated  from  the 
Canary  Islands,  at  the  expense  and  under  the  protection  (the 
only  protection  they  had,  the  records  say)  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
Philip  the  Fifth,  who  granted  royalties  or  lands  to  married  men 
only.  To  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  king,  it  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  know  that  one  of  the  colonists  by  the  name  of  Leal,  be^ 
ing  a  single  man  contracted  matrimony  upon  arriving  at  Vera 
Cruz,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  land. 
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JUAN  RECIO  DE  LEON. 


mtHE  portrait  of  the  Bachiller  Juan  Recio  de  Leon  is  due  also 
VS/  to  the  wonderful  pencil  of  Senor  Jose  Arpa.  Like  el  Ba- 
chiller  De  la  Garza,  Br.  Juan  Recio  de  Leon  has  come  out  of  the 
darkness  of  the  archives  by  the  creative  art  and  inspiration  of 
Senor  Arpa.  Juan  Recio  de  Leon  was  the  second  Pastor  of  la 


* 

Villa  Real  de  San  Fernando,  and  first  of  the  Old  San  Fernando. 
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Old  San  F ernando 


AS  the  population  of  San  Fernando  increased,  the  barrack 
that  had  served  the  purpose  of  a  parish  church  for  seven 
long  years,  was  to  be  replaced  by  a  more  spacious  building;  and 
the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  raise  funds  to  erect  a  new 
church.  Funds  were  forth-coming  at  once, — the  King  Philip  V 
contributed  5,000  dollars;  the  Governor  of  Texas,  Don  Prudencio 
Basterra,  200  dollars;  the  Pastor  Juan  Recio  de  Leon,  25  dollars 
— and  the  balance  was  contributed  by  the  people,  making  a  sum 
total  of  5,664.25. 

With  this  amount  on  hand,  on  the  eleventh  of  May,  1738  the 
corner  stone  for  the  new  church  was  laid,  the  ecclessiastical  and 
civil  authorities  and  the  people  participating  in  the  ceremonies 
of  such  an  event. 

The  corner  stone  laid  was,  most  likely,  one  carved  into  the 
shape  of  a  box  as  this  was  the  Spanish  custom  prevailing.  In  this 
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comer  stone  rrligicus  objects,  gold  and  silver  coins  and  a  parch¬ 
ment  bearing  the  names  of  the  Pope,  the  Kings  of  Spain,  the 
Viceroys  in  Mexico,  the  Bishop,  then,  of  Guadalajara,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Texes,  and  the  curate  of  San  Fernando  were  placed. 
-On  the  lid,  also  of  stone,  the  names  of  the  patrons  of  the  future 
church,  vis.:  Our  Lady  of  Candelaria  (of  Candles),  Our  Lady  of 
Guadalupe,  San  Fernando  and  San  Antonio  were  carved.  Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe  was  elected,  as  the  records  say,  because  the 
people  showed  special  devotedness  to  Her;  San  Fernando,  in  me¬ 
mory  of  the  Prince  of  Spain,  Ferdinand  the  Sixth,  the  second 
son  of  Philip,  and  San  Antonio,  to  honor  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico, 
Marquis  Antonio  de  Valero,  who  delivered  the  five  thousand 
dollars,  contributed  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

Although  the  work  started  in  1738,  it  took  eleven  years  be¬ 
fore  the  Old  San  Fernando  church  was  completed.  The  work¬ 
men  had  not  the  means  to  rush  the  construction  as  it  is  done 
in  modern  times,  but  they  had  behind  them  the  men  of  endurance 
and  ability  to  build  forever. 

The  plan  of  the  old  church,  a  perfect  Latin  cross,  the  trans-^ 
epts  and  dome,  all  of  a  solid  rock,  are  features  of  the  roman- 
esqne,  not  moresque  style,  as  some  have  said.  Were  the  present 
main  altar  located  fourteen  feet  beyond  the  place  where  it  is 
now,  the  lines,  now  broken,  of  the  architecture  could  be  perceiv¬ 
ed  more  distinctly. 

In  1825,  the  church  and  the  records  were  partly  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  although  some  repairs  were  made  immediately,  it  was 
only  in  1841  that  the  old  church  was  restored  to  its  pristine 
form  and  beauty. 
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The  New  San  Fernando 


fJfHE  new  additional  part  to  the  old  San  Fernando  started  oie 
V  September  27,  1868;  when  complete  on  October  6,  1873,  the 
old  front  and  heavy  tower  with  the  choir  and  baptistry,  wer© 
torn  down  and  taken  away,  thus  making  out  of  the  old  and  new 
building  the  Cathedral  of  the  Diocese  of  San  Antonio,  created 
on  September  3,  1874,  by  the  appoinment  of  Right  Reverend  A~ 
D.  Pellicer  D.  D.,  First  Bishop  of  San  Antonio. 

The  new  building  was  not  made  in  harmony  with  the  old 
romanesque  style,  because  they  had  neither  the  time  nor  the 
means  to  build  more  domes,  arches,  and  walls  of  the  size  which 
were  needed  to  make  of  the  old  and  of  the  new  construction 
one  solid,  uniform  and  larger  San  Fernando.  Therefore  those  in. 
charge  of  San  Fernando,  selected  the  light  and  gracious,  hut 
cheaper  ogival  style  of  architecture. 
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Modern  San  Fernando 


E  call  modern  San  Fernando  Cathedral,  the  San  Fernando 
jHU  with  its  picturesque  surroundings  and  all  the  apparel  of  its 
beautiful  interior:  the  rich  flooring  of  the  sanctuary,  the  marble 
railing  communion,  the  three  marble  altars,  the  classical  statuary, 
the  decorations  and  the  redecorations  of  the  whole  sacred  build¬ 
ing,  the  new  heating  system,  the  costly  candelabra,  the  new  set 
of  electric  lights,  the  luxurious  hangings  of  velvet  to  cover  the 
pillars,  the  pulpit,  the  back  of  the  main  altar,  and  other  improve¬ 
ments  give  Old  San  Fernando  the  bright  appearance  of  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  Archiepiscopal  Church,  and  turn  it  a  real  modern  Cathedral. 
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RT.  REY.  A.  D.  PELLICER,  D.  D.  consecrated  Dec.  8,  1874,  died  April 
4  1880.  -  RT.  REV.  J.  C.  NERAZ.  D.  D.  consecrated  May  8,  1881,  died 
Nov.  15,  1894.  -  RT.  REV.  A.  FOREST,  D.  D.,  consecrated,  Oct.  28  1895; 
died  March  11,  1911.— RT  REV.  J.  W.  SHAW,  D.  D.  appointed  Coadjutor 
Bishop  of  San  Antonio  Feh.  7,  1910;  consecrated  Titular  Bishop  of  Casta- 
bala  April  14,  1910;  succeeded  to  the  See  of  San  Antonio  March  11,  1911, 
made  Assistant  at  the  Pontifical  Throne.  Sept.  1916,  promoted  to  the  See 
of  New  Orleans  January,  25  1918.— RT.  SEV.  Arthur  J.  DROSSAERTS, 
D-  P->  appointed  Bishop  of  San  Antonio,  July  18,  1918;  consecrated  Dec.  8, 
If l.8  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  First  Archbishop  of  San  Antonio,  Aug.  26 
1926,  enthroned,  February  16,  1927 
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FIRST  CLARE TIAN  COMMUNITY  ESTABLISHED  IN 
SAN  FERNANDO  CATHEDRAL  SEPT.  17,  1902. 


From  left  to  right  REV.  FATHER  CAMILO  TORRENTS  0. 
M.  F. ;  -  REV.  FATHER  RAMON  PRAT,  0.  M.  F. ;  -REV. 
FATHER  BERNABE  MARINAS,  C.  M.  F. ;  -  REV.  FATHER 
LEON  MONASTERIO,  C.  M.  F.  -  Centre,  RT.  REV.  J,  AF¬ 
FOREST,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  San  Antonio. 


'BTIKi!  WIJHilIB'l'!R6iliJI 
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VERY  REV.  FATHER  ARTHUR  VALLVE,  C.  M.  F., 
The  Thirty  second  Rector  of  San  Fernando. 
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The  Rectors 


HE  rectors  of  San  Fernando  Parish  and  Cathedral  since  1731 
number,  as  we  verify  by  the  records,  thirty  two.  Prominent 
among  them  are:  Rev.  Refugio  de  la  G-rza,  a  member  of  the 
Mexican  Congress  in  1825,  curate  of  San  Fernando  for  twenty 
years  and  the  only  living  priest  in  Texas,  in  the  last  days  of 
1839;  the  Vincentians  in  charge  of  the  parish,  under  the  direction 
of  Rev.  J.  M.  Odin,  C.  M.  Vice-Prefect  of  Texas,  till  1857; 
-the  Oblates,  the  old  good  Father  Parissot,  being  one  of  them 
were  in  charge  of  San  Fernando  for  a  few  months;  Rev.  J.  Dubuis, 
who  later  on  was  elected  Bishop  of  Galveston  and  then  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  New  Orleans;  Rev.  J.  Neraz,  appointed  Bishop  of  San 
Antonio,  in  1895;  Rev.  M.  Sarry,  Vicar-General  of  San  Antonio, 
Father  Planchet,  author  of  many  books,  and  finally,  the  Claretian 
Fathers,  who  took  possesion  of  San  Fernando  on  September  17, 
1902,  at  the  request  of  the  Right  Reverend  John  Forest  D.  D. 
Third  Bishop  of  San  Antonio.  The  names  of  the  Claretian  Rectors 
are  as  follow:  The  Reverend  Fathers,  Bernabe  Marinas,  Ramon 
Prat,  Andres  Resa,  Jose  Preciado  and  the  incumbent  Arturo 
Vallve. 

The  missionary  and  parish  work  of  the  Claretian  Fathers  have 
not  been  in  vain.  The  Cathedral  itself  is  a  living  testimony  to 
-their  zeal,  energy,  and  devotedness.  These  fathers  have  made  out 
of  the  half  ruined  San  Fernando  a  real  Cathedral,  the  mother 
of  many  churches,  such  as  El  Inmaculado  Corazon  de  Maria,  the 
Guadalupe  Parish,  Santa  Ines,  Our  Lady  of  Sorrows  and  so  forth, 
to  the  number  of  twenty,  in  and  out  of  the  city  of  San  Antonio. 
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THE  REV.  FATHER  BONIFACE  MAYER.  C.  M.  F. 

Mu  sician  and  Composer. 

Assistant  Pastor  and  Director  of  the  Choir  of  the  Children 
of  Mary  of  San  Fernando  Cathedral. 
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Historical  Events  of  San  F ernando 


the  early  days  of  San  Antonio,  the  Old  San  Fernando  mark- 
ed  the  centre  of  San  Antonio  life.  The  majestic  parochial 
bells  rang  out  to  warn  the  peaceful  citizens  of  the  impending 
Indian  incursions,  or  mournfully  tolled  in  solemn  tones  the  de¬ 
mise  of  the  monarchs  of  Castile  or  reechoed  the  exultation  of  a 
pious  people  upon  the  coming  of  their  bishops  from  distant  Gua¬ 
dalajara  and  Monterrey.  Out  of  Old  San  Fernando  went  forth, 
the  zealous  pastor  to  minister  impartially  to  the  conqueror  as 
well  as  to  the  vanquished  foe  who  battled  at  El  Rosillo,  at  Alazan 
Creek  and  Medina  during  the  struggles  of  Mexican  Independence, 
blessing  alike  the  banners  of  the  victors  and  the  grounds  of  the 
dead. 

From  the  tower  of  San  Fernando  Johnson  raised  the  flag  of 
victory  after  the  battle  of  La  Concepcion,  December  12,  1835 
and  in  1836  Santa  Ana  floated  the  flag  of  “no  quarter’’  at  the 
fall  of  the  Alamo. 

On  various  and  memorable  occasions  the  most  distinguished 
members  of  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy  such  as  Cardinal  Gibbons, 
and  the  Apostolic  Delegates  Satolli,  Falconio  and  Fumagosi  have 
received  the  warmest  welcome  in  San  Fernando. 

In  1922,  the  Generalisimo  of  the  World’s  War,  Ferdinand  Foch 
was  tendered  a  magnificent  reception,  His  Grace  Most  Rev.  Arthur 
Jerome  Drossaerts  honoring  him  with  eloquent  oratory  in  the 
French  language. 
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Bowie’s  Marriage 


Zt)  BLOW  is  a  translation  of  the 
m  record  of  James  Bowie’s  mar¬ 
riage  which  was  solemnized  in  San 
.  ernando  Cathedral. 

“In  the  City  of  San  Fernando 
de  Bexar,  on  the  25th  day  of  April, 

1831,  I,  the  priest,  Don  Refugio  de 
la  Garza,  having  performed  the  in¬ 
vestigations  prescribed  by  the  Canon 
Law,  published  the  banns  on  three 
consecutive  feast  days,— ‘Inter  Mis- 
sarum  Solemnia’,  during  the  High 
Mass,  to-wit,  on  the  11th  17th  and 
24th  of  said  month,  and  having  found  no  canonical  impedi¬ 
ment, — even  after  the  lapse  of  24  hours  from  the  last 
publication  of  the  banns, — I  married  and  blessed  at  the 
nuptial  Mass, — ‘In  Facie  Ecclesiae’  publicly  in  the  church, 
— Don  Santiago  Bowie,  a  native  of  Louisiana  of  North 
America,  legitimate  son  of  Raymond  Bowie  and  Albina 
Yens,  and  Miss  Ursula  de  Veramendi,  a  native  of  this  city, 
legitimate  daugther  of  Don  Juan  Martin  de  Veramendi  and 
Dona  Maria  Josefa  Navarro.  Their  parents  stood  as  spon¬ 
sors  and  Don  Jose  Angel  Navarro  and  Don  Juan  Francisco 
Bueno  as  witnesses.  In  witness  thereof  I  have  hereunto 
affixed  my  signature.  ’  ’ 

(Signed)  “REFUGIO  DE  LA  GARZA.’’ 


JAMES  BOWIE 
Hero  of  Texas 
Independence. 
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The  Archives  of  San  Fernando 


HE  Archives  of  San  Fernando,  a  part  of  the  far-famed  “Ar- 
ijl  chivos  de  las  Indias  Occidentals’’  founded  in  Seville,  Spain, 
by  Charles  III,  are  a  priceless  collection  of  ancient  documental 
history,  which  is  “witness  of  the  past,  light  of  truth,  life  of 
the  memory  and  harbinger  of  old  ages’’  (Cicero). 

These  Archives  contain:  a)  The  Franciscan  Records  from  1703 
to  1793  some  of  them  being  honored  by  the  valuable  signature 
of  the  founder  of  many  Missions,  the  Servant  of  God,  Venerable 
Fr.  Antonio  Margil  de  Jesus;  -  b)  the  books  called  “de  Go- 
bierno’’  containing  regulations  enacted  now  by  ecclesiastical, 
now  by  civil  authorities;  -  c)  letters  of  great  importance,  as  the 
Enciclical  Letter  of  Clement  XIV,  where  the  Pcpe  declares  that 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  one  of  the  greatest  Religious  Orders  in  the 
world  is  officially  abolished;  -  d)  some  communications  of  the 
famous  tribunal  of  the  Inquisition,  and  finally  the  letter  of 
Father  Hidalgo  the  first  leader  of  the  Mexican  Independence, 
written  the  c'ay  before  he  was  executed,  to  retract  “his  errors, 
wrong  doings  and  bad  example’’  he  said;  -  e)  the  letters  called 
“the  Cordilleras’’,  which  were  handed  down  from  one  priest  to 
another,  the  priest  of  la  Punta  de  Lampazos,  for  instance,  to  the 
curate  of  San  Fernando;  every  priest  was  bound,  under  the  penalty 
of  suspension  from  office,  if  he  did  not  comply  with  the  law, 
to  copy  these  communications  to  the  letter  and  convey  same  to 
the  nearest  resident  pastor;  -  f)  and  many  other  ecclesiastical 
and  civil  communications  such  as  that  of  August  10,  1759  where 
special  funeral  services  were  ordered  in  memory  of  the  King  of 
Spain  Ferdinand  the  Sixth. 
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SIGNATURE 
AND  HANDWRITING 
OF  FATHER 
ANTONIO  MARGIL 


ANTONIO  MARGIL  DE  JESUS 


“In  the  year  1720,  on 
the  4th  of  February— with 
permission  of  the  Rev.  Fray 
Antonio  de  San  Buenaven¬ 
tura  y  Olivares,  Minister 
of  this  Mission  of  San  An¬ 
tonio  de  Valero — I  baptiz¬ 
ed  and  anointed  both  with 
the  oil  of  catechumens  and 
the  holy  chrism,  Anastasia, 
an  infant  girl,  daugther  of 
Baltasar  Valero  of  the  Pa- 
maya  Indian  Tribe,  and 
Juana  Cardenas  of  the  Pa- 
yagan  Tribe.  Santiago  de 
Vega,  a  soldier — whom  I 
reminded  of  his  duties  and 
spiritual  relationship  to  his 
god-child — stood  as  sponsor. 
And  because  it  is  true,  I 
signed  this  record  on  the 
aforesaid  day,  month  and 
year.’  ’ 

(Signed) 

“FRAY  ANTONIO 

MARGIL  DE  JESUS”. 
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First  Baptism  performed  in  Ancient  Chapel  in  1731 


N  the  New  Pueblo  of  la  Villa  Real  de  San  Fernando  and 
Garrison  of  San  Antonio  de  Bejar,  in  the  Chapel  that  now 
serves  the  purpose  of  Parish  Church,  Fr.  Ignacio  Antonio  Ciprian 
baptized  (with  permission  of  the  Pastor)  Ignacia  Agustina  (Spa¬ 
nish)  and  annointsd  her  with  holy  oils  ad  chrism  and  this  was 
in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  thirty  one.  She  was  born  on 
the  twenty  seventh  of  said  month,  she  was  a  lawful  daugther  of 
Don  Miguel  Nunez  and  Murillo  and  of  Josef  a  Flores  and  Valdes s 
(Spanish).  Her  Godfathers  were:  Alberto  Lopez  and  Juan  Jime¬ 
nez,  whom  I  reminded  of  their  spiritual  relationship  and  the  duty 
of  teaching  their  sponsored  daugther  the  Christian  doctrine  and 
that  it  may  be  known,  I  signed  it  and  put  between  the  written 
lines  (Spanish).  Vale.  (The  statement  is  good  and  valid). 

Br.  JOSE  DE  LA  GARZA.” 


The  Old  San  Fernando  was  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  Alamo  Mission  was  intended  only  for  Indians,  that  is  why  Father 
Ignacio  of  the  Alamo  baptized  Ignacia  Agustina  with  permission.  Undoub¬ 
tedly  Father  Ignacio  was  a  friend  of  the  parents  of  the  child,  as  he  named 
her  Ignacia,  and  furthermore,  gave  her  the  name  of  Agustina,  because  the 
child  was  born  on  the  tuenty  seventh  of  August,  which  is  the  eve  of  St. 
Agustine,  and  finally  the  dates  are  written  without  using  figures, 
because  the  Bishop  of  Guadalajara  had  forbidden  the  use  of  figures  to 
state  the  dates. 
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Panoramic  View  of  the  New  San  Fernando  Cemetery,  foun¬ 
ded  by  his  Grace,  Most  Rev.  A.  J.  Drossaerts,  Assisted  by 
the  Very  Rev.  Father  Ramon  Prat,  0.  M.  F. 


Historic  Burial  Grounds  of 
San  F ernando 


/|  I  HE  grounds  around  Old  San  Fernando  served,  for  many 
years,  the  purpose  of  a  cemetery.  Based  on  the  records,  we 
may  ascertain  that  the  Old  Cemetery  was  opened  till  1808. 
Then,  the  grounds  which  are  today  the  Santa  Rosa  Infirmary, 
were  blessed  for  a  new  cemetery.  The  first  person  buried  in  this 
new  spot  in  1808,  November  1,  was  the  reknown  citizen  Don 
Angel  Navarro  of  Corsica,  married  to  the  noble  Spanish  lady 
Josefa  Ruiz. 

On  May  18,  1855  Rt.  Rev.  J.  M.  Odin  first  Bishop  of  Texas 
bought  the  burial  grounds  known  today  as  San  Fernando  number 
One.  We  found  out  that  the  name  of  the  first  parishioner  buried 
in  this  blessed  place  was  Ellen  Clark. 
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This  is  the  Old  Dear  San  Fernando  Cemetery  that  keeps  the 
most  precious  r:mains  of  many  pioneer  families  of  San  Antonio. 

The  growth  of  San  Antonio  and  of  the  San  Fernando  parish 
made  necessary  the  purchase  of  a  new  burial  grounds,  so  His 
Grace,  the  Most  Rev.  A.  J.  Drossaerts,  D.  D,  acquired  the 
spacious  burial  grounds  of  San  Fernando  Number  Two. 

San  Fernando  Number  Two  was  dedicated  March  13,  1921, 
and  open  for  burials  on  March  2,  1921.  This  cemetery  is  already 
the  silent  abode  and  necropolis  of  5039  dead  people,  all  of  Spanish 
or  Mexican  descent,  except  one  hundred  of  other  nationalities. 

This  holy  place  keeps  the  sacred  remains  of  the  former  Bishops 
of  San  Antonio,  Et.  Eev.  J.  C.  Neraz,  D.  D.  and  Et.  Rev.  J.  A. 
Forest,  D.  D.  (those  of  the  first  Bishop  are  kept  within  the 
walls  of  San  Fernando  Cathedral),  some  Claretian  Missionaries 
and  Miss  Delphin  Drossaerts,  well  beloved  sister  of  the  Most 
Eev.  Archbishop. 

A  Memorial  Chapel  and  a  large  Administration  building  are 
planned  to  be  erected  on  1928. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  present  Manager,  Mr.  Miguel  Flores, 
for  the  great  improvements  of  San  Fernando  New  Cemetery. 
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Memorable  tombs  of  San  Fernando  Cemetery,  known  as 
the  Old  Cemetery. 

tr 
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Historical  Value 
of 

Some  Illustrations 

7TT  HE  illustrations  of  pages  34  and  35  are  of  such 
VI/  an  importance  that  they  call  for  a  special  com¬ 
mentary. 

Page  34  shows  the  following  object:  Old  San 
Fernando  marked  off  with  the  capital  A.  -  The  old 
baptistry  marked  with  B.  -  The  carved  baptismal 
font  with  C.  -  and  finally  a  door  with  D. 

The  old  building  is  San  Fernando  before  it  was 
repaired  by  the  First  Bishop  of  the  whole  Texas,  Rt. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Odin,  D.  D. 

The  old  baptistry  is  the  one  where  the  children 
of  the  founders  were  baptized. 

The  baptismal  font  is  of  hammerd  copper,  a  gift 
of  Philip  V,  similar  to  the  copper  baptismal  font  of 
San  Gabriel  Mission  in  California,  a  gift  of  Charles 
III,  king  of  Spain. 

The  door  is  that  of  the  old  sacristy  of  San  Fer¬ 
nando,  the  oldest  one  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

The  antics  illustrated  in  page  35  are:  The  oldest 
missal  book  of  San  Fernando,  and  the  first  Crucifix 
and  candlesticks  used  at  the  first  Mass  said  in  the 
ancient  chapel  in  1731. 
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BROTHER  JOSEPH  SCHWAAB. 

Founder  of  the  San  Fernando  School  for  Bo  s. 

r 
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BROTHER  CHARLES  KINSKY 
Present  Director  of  San  Fernando  School  for  Boys. 
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THE  TEACHERS  OF  SAN  FERNANDO  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 

Sister  Stanislaus  being  the  founder. 

r 


1  SR.  M.  EVANGELIST 

2  SR.  M.  ALCANTARA 
3  SR.  M.  STANISLAUS 

4  SR.  M.  TASISIUS 
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Statistics 


'/|  I  HESE  statistics  made  upon  the  records  of  San  Fernando  are 
far  from  being  complete.  Part  of  the  records  were  destroy¬ 
ed  by  fire  in  1825,  and,  furthermore,  some  of  the  charges  of  the 
Old  Parish,  specially  during  the  dark  days  of  the  revolutions 
in  Texas,  were  not  able  to  keep  a  thorough  account  of  the  bap¬ 
tisms  and  marriages  and  other  doings  in  San  Fernando. 

Be  it  as  it  may,  the  figures  which  we  bring  out  to  the  reader 
in  this  page,  although  uncomplete,  are  historically  true. 


Baptisms  since  1731  to  1927  . . . .  56,433 

Marriages  ’  ’  .  7,405 

Burials  ”  .  22,911 


Now  from  1902  to  1927,  that  is,  during  the  administration  of 
the  San  Fernando  parish  by  the  Claretian  Missionaries,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  figures  appear  in  the  records: 


Confirmations  . 15,015 

First  Communions  . 7,837 

Confessions  (yearly)  . . 25,914 

Masses  ’  ’  1,885 

Sick  calls  ”  585 

Telephone  calls  ”  2,979 

Sermons  ’  ’  320 

Catholic  Societies  .  7 

Members  of  the  choirs  . 92 

Pupils  in  the  Schools  .  515 

Parishioners  of  San  Fernando  .  9,457 


These  figures  speak  out  the  amount  of  parish  work  that  must 
he  done  in  San  Fernando  Cathedral. 


MRS.  EDWARD  HOYER,  Sr. 

Present  Organist  of  San  Fernando  Cathedral  with  a  splendid 

record  as  o.'ganist  in  the  Old  Cathedral  for  thirty  five  years. 
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C.  SOHWABE. 

Author  and  Composer 

Director  of  the  Mixed  Choir  of  San  Fernando  Cathedral. 
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Conclusion 

i 

i 


LD  San  Fernando  is  a  silent,  living  monument  of 
Vli7  history  and  romance  in  America.  Before  Washington 
was  born,  this  venerable  place  was  a  centre  of  human 
activity  and  culture,  and  seventy  years  before  the  liberty 
bell  rang  out  in  Philadelphia  the  rebel  cry  of  Independence 
from  England,  the  Old  San  Fernando  bells  pealed  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christ  to  the  Indian  Comanches  as  well  as  to  the 
sturdy  Spanish  conqueror  and  colonist. 

Old  San  Fernando  is  a  place  in  America  about  which 
romance  and  legend  cluster  as  the  tendrils  of  a /  vine  cluster 
upon  an  ancient  wall. 

It  was  in  1731  when  Old  San  Fernando  claimed  itself 
to  be  the  first  and  the  best  centre  of  civilizing  activity 
and  culture  in  Texas.  That  same  centre,  although  immen¬ 
sely  larger,  is  still  in  full  swing  of  activity  this  very  day. 
That  same  centre  is  our  old  dear  beautiful  San  Antonio  of 
Texas,  which  is  but  the  Old  San  Fernando  grown  up. 

San  Antonio  must  acknowledge,  appreciate  and  venerate 
Old  San  Fernando  as  its  birthplace,  and  love  it  as  the 
most  precious  and  adorable  inheritance  handed  down  to 
its  children  from  the  venerable  founders  and  ancestors, 
i  There,  the  sacred  old  walls  of  San  Fernando  stand,  lest 
we  forget  that  this  holy  place  once  was  the  only  church, 
the  only  school,  the  only  fortress  of  protection  and  the 
only  memorable  spot  where  our  founders  and  pioneers  as- 
j  sembled  either  at  the  dark  hour  of  woe  or  at  the  hour  of 

t 

;  glory  and  exultation. 

m  The  city  that  lives  on  the  realties  of  the  present  and  on 
the  memories  of  the  past  is  immortal. 

That  is  why  San  Antonio  is  immortal. 
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